MODERN   TBAVANOOBB
the Malayalara saying that, if you sawQuilon, you would need no home any more!   The Malabar   Era,   otherwise known as the Kollam Era, takes its name from this town.   The tradition is that St. Thomas himself built a Church here.   It is also worthy of note that John D' Marignoli  arrived on Palm Sunday 1348 at * * a very noble city called Coilum  where the world's pepper is produced ". Ibn Batuta forced to land here in 1324 speaks of Quilon as  "one of the finest cities in Malabar with magnificent markets and very wealthy merchants".   It is today  an industrial and  commercial centre of increasing importance with its tile factories, cashewnut factories, spinning and weaving mill and engineering workshop/ The mineral factories of Nindakara and Chavara are within about tea miles of the Town which stands on the Ashtamudi Lake, the Loch Lomond of Travancore.   It has a reef of rocks for its beach on which cocoanut trees grow so near the water's edge that their shadows fall on the beating surf, a rare thing to meet within any part of the world.   The port is an open road-stead situated off a bight in the coast-formed by the Tangacheri point, a small British possession with a lighthouse.   The town is lit with electricity. It is an important Railway Station in the S. I. R. and is only 40 miles from Trivandrum, the Railway terminus,
Suehindram, three miles south ot Nagercoil, on the way to Cape Comorin, is famous for its ancient and celebrated Siva temple of which the annual Gar Festival in December attracts thousands of pilgrims from all over Travancore and the adjacent British Indian Districts. TKe temple contains admirable and highly valued specimens of stone architecture.
Udayagiri Fort is near Thuckalay, ten miles to the north east of TSfagercoil. One of the ancient military stations in the State* the fort was built of granite blocks round an isolated .hill by the Flemish Commander of the Travancore Forces, General Eustace D'Lannoy in the 18th century. The tomb of D'Lannoy can still be seen inside a partly ruined chapel within the fort There is an excellent Travellers' Bungalow built on one corner ot the fprt